Short  Cuts to Helicon

choose metres and rhymes which he knows,
from his tables, to be always popular. Let us
say that he decides on a poem about love of
eight lines, in two four-line stanzas* For this,
if every line (and editors greatly like that) is
to have a rhyme, four sets of two rhymes are
necessary. How should he next proceed ?
How select his rhymes ?

To assist him here I should provide him
with a little catechism for each class of subject.
He can get right there with a few standard
questions such as : (i) Is it to be a happy
poem ? and (2) What time of day is it (the
love, or the meditation on flowers, or the
maternal affection) to take place ? These
questions give a principle of selection ; for
instance, in a poem about the day, the sun
will properly appear ; in one about the night
moon or stars may be introduced. Our poet
has finally decided on love, and on the rhymes
" love " and " above," " moon," and " June,"
" flowers " and " hours," " blue " and " you."
Now it is clear that he can make the lines scan
by counting the syllables ; but where I am
in difficulties about assisting him is in regard
to the manner in which he shall fill the lines
up. It is no good telling him to make them
as like his models as possible : he could guess
that much for himself. But suppose he gets
as far as this :